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Through Project LINC (Linking Individuals into Neighborhoods and Communities), 20 AmeriCorps members provide life skills training to
individuals with disabilities and ensure accessibility of local communities through each of LIFE’s six office locations throughout the state.
Life skills trainings enable individuals to remain living independently or transition from assisted living back into independent living.  In the
past eight years Project LINC has helped moved more than 150 people with disabilities out of nursing facilities and back into their own
home, provided peer support and skills training to over 10,000 Mississippians with disabilities, and recruited close to 10,000 volunteers to
provide direct service to individuals.

AmeriCorps State

AmeriCorps VISTA members sponsored by the University of Mississippi fight poverty through education, and directly impact about 2,000
low-income children and adults in a 23- county area of northern Mississippi. Their project connects the university and it resources with
low-communities that have underperforming schools. A VISTA Leader and 24 VISTAs serve in schools, community colleges, and nonprofit
organizations to help improve educational access for low-income children and adults. The VISTAs have developed sustainable reading
programs that bring families together weekly for reading and literacy activities; created a traveling trunk program that provides lesson
plans and teacher training materials to all 23 counties; established sustainable processes for connecting experts from the University of
Mississippi School of Education with school teachers and administrators; and established summer learning programs.  The VISTAs also
raised more than $100,000 to support educational program.

AmeriCorps VISTA

The goal of the  AmeriCorps VISTA program with Genesis and Light Center is to provide services towards the achievement of academic
excellence among  low-income children, families, and low performing school districts primarily in the north Jackson  area.  Five AmeriCorps
VISTAs help recruit qualified teachers and other community volunteers to support Genesis and Light Center's Educational Assistance
Mentoring  Project (GLEAM).  The VISTAs also help set up systems for data collection to document program accomplishments and engage in
intensive fundraising efforts for the organization, which was founded in 1992.  In 2014, 25 VISTA Summer Associates along with the five
full-year VISTAs were the core person power to assist Genesis and Light Center in achieving a successful STEM educational program that
impacted 175 children during a 10-week summer program.

AmeriCorps NCCC

An AmeriCorps NCCC team was requested by The City of Rolling Fork to help them in their mission to improve the quality of life for the
citizens of Rolling Fork and surrounding area. Corps Members helped the city with various community beautification projects including
painting the hospital and high school, painting street signage, clearing street curbs, completing landscaping at the local library, and
renovating the hospitals’ geriatric facilities. The team painted and renovated 3,400 square feet of school rooms or hallways, completed one
acre of landscaping, supported one library, renovated two public buildings, renovated one school building, and recruited and trained five
community youth leaders. Through the infrastructure improvement work the NCCC team completed in Rolling Fork, the team has been able
to help the city move forward with its overall mission of improving its citizen’s quality of life by inspiring economic improvement and
development. The team has worked to increase the overall aesthetic appeal of the town, which gives the citizens a greater sense of pride in
Rolling Fork. Painting cross walks and signage on street curbs will help the overall safety in the town.

An AmeriCorps NCCC team partnered with NECHAMA, a voluntary organization that provides natural disaster preparedness, response, and
recovery services nationwide; to assist in storm clean-up and to supervise unaffiliated volunteers. After a destructive string of Tornados
demolished numerous homes in Itawamba County, Mississippi, the NCCC team assisted homeowners by removing approximately 172,078
pounds of debris from homes affected by the disaster. Additionally, the team worked to demolish 5 structures in addition to gutting 2
homes. Throughout this work, the team coordinated 272 volunteers and engaged 10 NCCC alumni in service. Overall, the team’s collective
efforts assisted 128 individuals directly affected by the devastating Tornados that hit Itawamba County, Mississippi. The NCCC team also
supported the local chapter of the United Way, offering much-needed volunteer coordination for a blitz clean-up of nearby Tupelo, MS that
engaged over 1,000 volunteers in a day of service. By removing debris from residential properties, the NCCC team enabled homeowners to
start the rebuilding and healing process sooner and spared homeowners in the area tens of thousands of dollars spent on clean up.

The Foster Grandparent Program in Hattiesburg deploys 36 volunteers to help address education and human needs.  Foster Grandparent
volunteers use their lifetime of skills and experience mentor and support at-risk youth.   Mississippi ranks 41st in the nation on high school
graduation rates, with only 64 percent of the state's students successfully completing high school.  There is a shortage of teachers and
other professionals to deliver services to youth.  In schools throughout the area where Foster Grandparents are placed ,  there is increased
rates of success among the students most challenged.  Teachers, staff  and administrators highlight the high value of these seniors'
impact and effectiveness.

Senior Corps Foster Grandparent Program
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RSVP of Harrison County partners with many nonprofit organizations to address multiple problems.  One of those organizations is Shepherd
of the Gulf, Inc.  Hundreds of Gulf Coast's homeless, many of them veterans, camp out in the woods.  RSVP volunteers venture into the
woods to distribute blankets, food, household items, and other supplies to this population of homeless campers.  For many of these people,
RSVP volunteers are their only communication outside of the woods.  By organizing community participation and donations from Gulfport
citizens, RSVP volunteers sponsor annual events for the this underserved, often invisible population, including Picnic in the Park,
Thanksgiving in the Woods, and Campers' Christmas.  At each of these events they distribute food, clothing, and other items, provide music
and fellowship.  Working with nonprofits, community organizations, and the Veteran's Association, RSVP volunteers help many of the
homeless transition from living a life in the woods to finding permanent homes in the community.

Senior Corps RSVP

The Senior Companion Program located in the heart of the Mississippi Delta deploys 72 volunteers in Sunflower, Humphreys, and Bolivar
Counties to help address the increased need for home health care and case management services, especially for persons over the age of 85
years who still live in their homes.  Senior Companions provide supportive person-to-person service assisting adults that have exceptional
needs, developmental disabilities, or other special needs for companionship, ultimately reducing the number of seniors who would
otherwise have to be institutionalized.

Senior Corps Senior Companion Program

The Social Innovation Fund transforms lives and communities using limited federal investment as a catalyst to grow the impact of
nonprofits with evidence of strong results. It harnesses the expertise of grantmaking intermediaries to identify, evaluate and expand
effective nonprofits and engages funding partners to contribute nearly three dollars to every one federal dollar invested. As the Social
Innovation Fund network grows programs that work in Mississippi, more people are able to overcome their most pressing challenges in the
areas of economic opportunity, health, and youth development. The Social Innovation Fund is investing $121,500 in expanding the impact
of one nonprofit in Mississippi.

Social Innovation Fund

With support from the Volunteer Generation Fund, the Mississippi Volunteer Center Network increased from six to eight volunteer centers
accounting for more than 60,000 volunteer engagements totaling more than 400,000 hours. Nonprofit partnerships increased to more than
600, with nearly 900 staff and volunteer participants attending capacity-building trainings. More than 1,500 volunteers were recognized
for their service. Volunteer Centers began collecting data on volunteer retention, demographics, and activity by 12 different cause
categories, as well as volunteer management training effectiveness. The network of volunteer centers formed an informal association with
a signed agreement, naming the group Mississippi Association of Volunteer Centers (MAVC).

Volunteer Generation Fund


