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Minnesota Reading Corps is an early literacy program designed to help children become proficient readers.  More than 1,300 highly-trained
AmeriCorps tutors serve 30,000 students in 793 sites statewide.  AmeriCorps members provide research-based literacy tutoring for
students age 3 to grade 3.   In 2013, a rigorous study conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago, found that elementary students
tutored by AmeriCorps members achieved significantly higher literacy levels than students without such tutors, and that the impacts were
statistically significant even among  students at higher risk for academic failure.

AmeriCorps State

 Minnesota Math Corps is statewide tutoring program designed to help students in grades 4-8 become proficient in math.  A total of 108
AmeriCorps tutors served 2,454 students throughout the state  at more than 100 sites statewide.  Of the students receiving math tutoring,
64 percent exceeded their grade-level growth expectations and 49 percent showed improvement on statewide assessments from the
previous year.  These are encouraging results given that all Math Corps students were at risk for not achieving proficiency.  Math Corps
surveyed Internal Coaches to better understand the impact of the program on systems change, data-based decision making, and overall
satisfaction. Through that survey, 98 percent agreed that Math Corps tutors make a positive difference in the way that students’
mathematics needs are met at their school.

College Possible Twin Cities, serving 10,500 high school and college students, is closing Minnesota’s degree divide and building a
competitive workforce for the future. By 2020, 74 percent of jobs in Minnesota will require a post-secondary education, but only 8 percent of
low-income students nationally earn a college degree by age 24. College Possible Twin Cities’ AmeriCorps coaches guide low-income
students through all aspects of preparing for, applying to and enrolling in college, and support students all the way through college
graduation.  Ninety-eight percent of College Possible students earn admission to college, and they are ten times more likely to graduate
from college than their low-income peers. A 2013 Harvard randomized controlled trial confirmed the impact of College Possible’s
AmeriCorps-based program model, finding that students in the program had a significant positive increase in four-year college enrollment.
By harnessing the power of national service, College Possible creates better futures for all Minnesotans.

AmeriCorps National

The Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota VISTA project helps low-income individuals become and remain homeowners. VISTAs serve in
Habitat for Humanity affiliates around the state, enhancing their organizational capacity by recruiting and coordinating community
volunteers, raising funds and securing in-kind donations, developing home repair programs for homeowners and creating new programs,
and conducting outreach and marketing campaigns. VISTA Summer Associates also support home construction and repair activities.  This
past year, the VISTA project had a significant impact on the physical, educational, emotional and social, and financial resources of families
in poverty.  A recent study shows a the following impact on low-income families that have become homeowners as a result of the VISTA
project:  83 percent of the respondents and their children feel safer; 55 percent said their children’s grades improved; 91 percent feel more
positive about the future; and 92 percent said their lives were better. The new homeowners also had less need for assistance programs,
such as food support (31%), public assistance (73%), medical (11%), energy (29%), and rental (100%).  As a homeowner, low-income
families used about one less government program than they did before becoming a Habitat homeowner.

AmeriCorps VISTA

The Minnesota Literacy Council AmeriCorps VISTA Program fights poverty and the achievement gap by developing and enhancing literacy
programs that address the needs of low-income communities in Faribault, Mankato, Morris, Northfield, Rochester, Minneapolis, and Saint
Paul. During the 2013-2014 program year, 36 AmeriCorps VISTA members served at 31 sites across the state. The VISTAs supported 2,809
community volunteers, who served 75,788 hours; supported literacy services for 6,707 youth and 7,967 adults; and raised $134,607 in cash
donations. As a result, 63 percent of adult learners receiving ABE, ESL, GED, and/or citizenship education made literacy gains; 79 percent
of pre-school aged children served made literacy gains; 88 percent of students who received tutoring services made literacy gains; 81
percent of young people participating in out-of-school-time programming made literacy gains; and 100 percent of high school seniors who
received services applied for and were accepted into post-secondary programs.

AmeriCorps NCCC

The Freeborn and Mower Counties’ Habitat for Humanity (HFH) chapter requested an AmeriCorps NCCC team to help with the ReStore and
Community Home Improvement Program (CHIP). To start, Corps members deconstructed two homes before they were to be demolished so
that the materials inside the homes could be sold in the ReStore. To assist the Freeborn/Mower chapter with CHIP, the team painted the
exterior of two homes and one large garage, plus installed a new cement sidewalk for homeowners. NCCC Members painted murals on three
aluminum can collection bins, landscaped around the HFH warehouse, and removed graffiti from HFH’s large warehouse door and
semitrailer.  Ten “Little Free Libraries” were constructed by Corps members with the help of HFH volunteers and will soon be given to local
businesses for placement throughout the Austin community. The team also filmed and edited personal stories for a “testimonial video,”
which will appear on the chapter’s YouTube channel. In addition to helping the Habitat chapter, team members spent time with the
American Red Cross of Freeborn and Mower Counties where they helped find new blood donors and supported blood drives.
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 One Heartland provides an accepting environment to underserved children, youth and families facing social isolation so that they may lead
healthier and more fulfilling lives. Participants face a variety of circumstances including HIV/AIDS, Type 2 Diabetes, and homelessness. For
the first three weeks of the project, the AmeriCorps NCCC team assisted with facility maintenance such as installing new screens on the
screened in cabins, constructing a 100’x100’ garden, and leading a group of 83 volunteers to deconstruct a deck, assist with the garden,
stain outdoor benches, and create a compost area. For the last two weeks, the Corps members completed counselor training and served as
counselors. As counselors, Corps members provided campers with positivity, energy, enthusiasm, and kindness. They displayed and
implemented the camp motto, “SPARC,” which stands for Safety, Participation, Acceptance, Respect, and Compromise. The team also
benefited all who use the camp grounds constructing the camp’s garden to provide fresh produce for camp meals and to teach campers
about healthy eating and gardening, and completing various maintenance work to keep the campsite safe for future campers and user
groups.

AmeriCorps NCCC Cont'd

During the 2013-2014 school year, the Central Minnesota Foster Grandparent Program sponsored by Catholic Charities Diocese of St. Cloud
engaged 187 Foster Grandparents who served 155,855 hours. Teachers identified 659 students at the start of the school year as needing
one-on-one or small group assistance in literacy and/or math. By the spring, after Foster Grandparents had worked with those students all
year, teachers reported that 89 percent of students had demonstrated gains as a result of this intervention.

Senior Corps Foster Grandparent Program

The Horizon Health RSVP program serves Morrison, Cass, Beltrami, and Lake of the Woods counties. One program Horizon Health RSVP
volunteers support is Bone Builders. In 2013-2014, more than 85 Horizon Health RSVP volunteers led Bone Builders exercise classes at 25
different sites in northern Minnesota. As a result, more than 600 residents in these rural communities have improved access to exercise,
socialization, and health education opportunities. According to client surveys, 83 percent of senior residents participating in Bone Builders
experienced improved balance and flexibility, increased muscle strength and bone density, and improved socialization. Additionally, 86
percent of those participating for at least six months showed improved balance, greater flexibility, and increased awareness and knowledge
about important health-related issues. Overall, the senior participants say they have increased energy, have a better ability to complete
daily routines, and ultimately remain living in their own homes for a longer period of time.

Senior Corps RSVP

In 2013-2014, 213 Senior Companion volunteers served through Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota. These volunteers provided 211,000
hours of in-home support to 1,897 elders around the state. As a result, 94 percent of clients served reported increased social support, with
less isolation and loneliness. More than 90 percent  of clients felt that Senior Companions helped them stay in their own homes longer.
Additionally, volunteer surveys revealed that more than 95 percent of volunteers are very satisfied with their work, finding it meaningful
and engaging.

Senior Corps Senior Companion Program

The Social Innovation Fund transforms lives and communities using limited federal investment as a catalyst to grow the impact of
nonprofits with evidence of strong results. It harnesses the expertise of grantmaking intermediaries to identify, evaluate and expand
effective nonprofits and engages funding partners to contribute nearly three dollars to every one federal dollar invested. As the Social
Innovation Fund network grows programs that work in Minnesota, more people are able to overcome their most pressing challenges in the
areas of economic opportunity, health, and youth development. The Social Innovation Fund is investing $1,447,500 in expanding the impact
of 12 nonprofits in Minnesota, selected and supported by two intermediaries.

Social Innovation Fund

ServeMinnesota, in partnership with Minnesota Association for Volunteer Administration, HandsOn Twin Cities, and volunteer centers
across the state, is using the Service Enterprise Initiative (SEI) across Minnesota to strengthen the capacity of the state's volunteer
connector organizations to connect volunteers with high-quality assignments and increase the number of skill-based volunteers generated
and retained.

Volunteer Generation Fund


