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After tornadoes struck Tazewell County in November of 2013, the Fostering Transitions AmeriCorps program oversaw donations
management. They stood up and staffed the distribution center five to six days a week. The AmeriCorps members recruited 226 volunteers
to assist with the project. The distribution center provided groceries, pet supplies, construction materials, cleaning supplies, baby
necessities, and clothing for the victims. In total, the program managed $1,000,000 in donated goods and the volunteers provided 6,109
hours of service for $147,110 in impact.  This work led to the creation of the statewide Illinois Disaster Corps, a response team trained to
support communities in times of disaster. Taking the lessons learned from Harrisburg, Washington, and the flooding in Chicago, this corps
of AmeriCorps members and other volunteers support communities by serving as a local resource with the knowledge to support volunteer
or donations management. They will also serve on long-term recovery committees. While not responding to disasters, the Corps members
will work with local volunteer connecting agencies to build up their community’s resiliency.

AmeriCorps State

Citizen Schools is a nonprofit organization that partners with middle schools to expand the learning day for children in low-income
communities. Citizen Schools mobilizes a team of AmeriCorps educators and volunteers to lead real-world learning projects and provide
academic support, helping all students discover and achieve their dreams. In their two years of service, AmeriCorps members serve as
“Teaching Fellows,” providing students with months of extra learning through academic mentoring and skill-building apprenticeships that
translates into college readiness and career opportunities. Citizen Schools has been recognized as a leader in engaging volunteers,
generating student impact, and balancing direct service with systemic change efforts. A longitudinal study found that former Citizen
Schools participants graduated from high school within four years at a rate of 71 percent, compared to 59 percent among matched peers,
and internal analyses have found that 61 percent of Citizen Schools’ alumni enroll in college.

AmeriCorps National

Chicago’s HIV prevalence rate is nearly three times that of the national average. To address HIV in their community, a team of nine full time
AIDS United AmeriCorps members provide direct services to Chicago residents, including HIV testing and counseling, health care access,
prevention outreach, prevention education, and emotional and social services to at-risk populations. Since 2000, AIDS United AmeriCorps
members in Chicago have informed over 20,000 individuals of their HIV status through HIV rapid testing and counseled them on their risk
behaviors. Additionally, the team has reached over 35,000 individuals through community outreach and education, providing information
about HIV/AIDS risk reduction and connecting people to medical care. AmeriCorps members have also mobilized over 1,000 volunteers in
the Chicago area.

The Top Box Foods AmeriCorps VISTA project addresses the issue of “food deserts” and “food swamps” in low-income Chicago
neighborhoods that either lack grocery stores or have an abundance of fast food. Top Box provides high quality and nutritious food at
affordable prices to low-income individuals and families.  AmeriCorps VISTA members help expand the program by adding churches,
community organizations, schools, pantries, public housing, and senior centers as partners.  This year VISTAs developed 21 new community
partners, recruited 75 more community volunteers, and secured $48,000 in grant funding. These operational and financial capacity-
building efforts enabled the program to distribute 227,284 lbs. of food, including 137,445 lbs. of fresh produce to 1,450 new customers.
Most program participants (90 percent report that Top Box increases their food security and helps them to provide high quality nutritional
meals to their family.

AmeriCorps VISTA

AmeriCorps NCCC

An AmeriCorps NCCC team partnered with the Coppin Community Center (CCC) to support the Washington Park neighborhood in a
multitude of social service’s needs. The CCC provides community development and supportive services to address the social and academic
needs of low income and vulnerable children and families in the Washington Park neighborhood and beyond. Every Monday, the NCCC team
worked at CCC’s food pantry. Over the course of the project, Corps members unloaded, unpacked, and sorted 23,500 pounds of food and
distributed this food to approximately 536 people. After distributing food, members cleaned up the tables, floors, and discarded food boxes.
The team assisted in the maintenance of the Metro Garden that CCC partners with and creation of CCC’s community garden. The team built
seven 4’ x 4’ beds to be used for a vegetable, butterfly, and herb garden. In addition to this work, the NCCC team planned and executed a
Book Distribution event for children who had attended Coppin’s Freedom School last summer and a Community Family Day event, which
focused on engaging pantry clients to help them see Coppin as a space for family. Lastly, members assisted with the maintenance of the
CCC.
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Historic Methodist Campground’s (HMC) requested an AmeriCorps NCCC team to help restore the Campground from flooding damage that
occurred in 2008 and 2013. The goal of the HMC is to inspire visitors to experience life on an 1860 campsite. NCCC Corps members
landscaped three acres of land. The team scraped, primed, and painted a hotel porch, three outdoor bath houses, five medium sized
cottages, and an industrial antique cooler. Members also painted a hallway, three dining hall pantries, ten baseboards, an office, a
community house, two lifeguard chairs, one dining hall, and one tool shed. Some members completed demolition on three cottage porches.
Deep cleaning occurred in three large buildings which included the Dining Hall’s industrial kitchen. New stairs were built on the
campground’s community house and a new roof was built on a garden shed. The public’s ability to use the Campground was enhanced
both safety-wise and aesthetically due to the NCCC team’s work. The removal of the porches also restored the buildings to their original
footprint. The renovations also made the campground more aesthetically pleasing to campground residents and potential visitors.

AmeriCorps NCCC Cont'd

Sixty Foster Grandparents serve through the Tri-County Opportunities Council in Rock Falls.  The program developed a year-end child
impact assessment, collected from 110 teachers in 19 schools during the 2013/2014 school year.  Teachers reported 215 of the 238 at risk
students improved their age appropriate reading abilities.  Thirty-five of those students improved their reading abilities by 100 percent and
95 students made significant improvements (80 percent).  Teachers also reported that 87 (36 percent) students demonstrated a 100
percent improvement in their self-confidence and 65 students’ self-confidence increased by 80 percent.

Senior Corps Foster Grandparent Program

RSVP of Clay, Effingham, Moultrie, and Shelby Counties, sponsored by CEFS Economic Opportunity Corporation, has 85,044 individuals
aged 65 and many of those are living alone.  Many of these individuals are disabled or have health issues that prevent them from driving or
preparing meals on their own.  RSVP partnered with 12 area organizations to provide meals and companion services to more than 600 at-
risk seniors.  Five days each week, 215 RSVP volunteers delivered meals and visited with 613 frail, elderly clients.  The result of this
intervention is 55 percent or 337 seniors reported that they had increase social support due to the service of RSVP volunteers and 100
percent of the seniors said the extra meals were necessary for them to stay independent.

Senior Corps RSVP

Rich Township sponsors the Senior Companion Program of Suburban Cook County. Sixty-five Senior Companions provided 67,860 hours of
service last year to 165 frail, elderly homebound seniors. These Senior Companions provide services such as transportation, socialization,
and companionship. The clients can be transported to local stores, medical appointments, and the library.  Of the 481,000 senior citizens
in Suburban Cook County more than 233,000 are living alone with disabilities including hearing, vision cognitive, and self-care disabilities.
Senior Companions directly impact this vulnerable population.  Ninety-one percent of clients reported feeling less lonely and isolated since
receiving visits from their Senior Companion.

Senior Corps Senior Companion Program

The Social Innovation Fund transforms lives and communities using limited federal investment as a catalyst to grow the impact of
nonprofits with evidence of strong results. It harnesses the expertise of grantmaking intermediaries to identify, evaluate and expand
effective nonprofits and engages funding partners to contribute nearly three dollars to every one federal dollar invested. As the Social
Innovation Fund network grows programs that work in Illinois, more people are able to overcome their most pressing challenges in the areas
of economic opportunity, health, and youth development. The Social Innovation Fund is investing $1,254,268 in expanding the impact of 12
nonprofits in Illinois.

Social Innovation Fund


