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Only 65.5 percent of students are graduating from high school in metropolitan Denver.  Students who are not reading at proficient levels in
the early grades typically do not catch up as they transition from learning to read to reading to learn. These students find schoolwork more
challenging which can lead to course failure and disengagement from school. Forty-eight Colorado Reading Corps AmeriCorps tutors are
located in 26 Metro Denver Schools. Tutors see between 15-18 students every day and continue to work with these students until they
successfully graduate the program. These 48 AmeriCorps tutors served 1,284 students in Aurora, Adams 12, Denver Public Schools, and
Jefferson County. More than 78 percent of exited students met or exceeded Spring Benchmark. Kindergarten, first and third graders all
exceeded the target growth per week indicator by more than 86 percent.   One hundred percent of AmeriCorps tutors, teachers and school
administrators felt that participating in Reading Corps had a positive impact on students

AmeriCorps State

SOS Outreach is a youth development nonprofit that builds character and self-esteem in underserved youth through outdoor adventure and
leadership development programs. AmeriCorps VISTA members support the Friends of SOS Outreach Pledge Campaign, which encourages
program volunteers, mentors, and staff to raise funds. Though the campaign, 196 new donors contributed more than $25,000.  VISTA
members took a significant lead throughout the campaign. They developed marketing materials and a marketing plan, and conducted
outreach. The annual Friends of SOS Outreach Pledge Campaign is now sustainable and will continue to provide lasting support for SOS
Outreach program growth.

AmeriCorps VISTA

AmeriCorps VISTA members served tirelessly with the Colorado Nonprofit Development Center (CNDC) in 2014 to increase funding at their
project sites. They helped raise more than $2.9 million for project sites. VISTA member Caitlin Glasgo—who served at Project VOYCE, a
youth development organization—raised more than $35,000 to benefit the project’s Summer Leadership Institute. With the help of VISTA
member Benjamin Wind, Colorado Construction Institute, received a $1.1 million YouthBuild USA grant from the U.S. Department of Labor.
A YouthBuild site, Colorado Construction Institute will use the funds to continue training low-income youth in residential construction
techniques while they study to earn their GEDs or high school diplomas.

AmeriCorps NCCC

In September 2013 Lyons, Colorado was severely affected by flooding. A dam four miles northwest in Pinewood Springs overtopped, blocking
all access routes in and out of the town of Lyons as well as disrupting sewer and water services. An AmeriCorps NCCC team was tasked
with a number of natural disaster and flood relief related jobs throughout their project term to help Lyons, CO recover. During the first three
weeks, Corps members worked on 12 homes that were affected by the flood and prepared them for mold remediation. In addition to this,
Corps members installed a 550 ft. fence around the sewage treatment plant and helped deliver new appliances to various residents in the
area. The following three weeks, the team finished up work in Lyon and completed similar projects in Big Elk and Jamestown. During the
final week the team was sent back to Lyons, CO to work on 4 different homes and helped move supplies. With the work done, almost all of
the high priority houses were either finished or sprayed to treat the mold in the house. With the help of Corps members, the first person
whose home was destroyed or affected by the flood was able to move back into their home.

An AmeriCorps NCCC team was requested by The Mountain Valley School (MVS) to help tutor and mentor 134 students (pre-K – 12th) and
support school administrative functions. School test scores at MVS are below expected state levels and many students come from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds, with nearly 70% of students qualifying for free or reduced-price lunches. The team assisted in
almost all aspects of the school's daily logistics and long term goals. Corps members worked in the school cafeteria preparing and serving
1072 meals as well as aiding in clean-up. Others worked 950 hours tutoring in classrooms reaching out to 24% of the student body. Some
wrote grants to secure funding for a school that has a small operating budget. Custodial work was a frequent chore as the school cannot
afford to pay anyone full-time. The team coordinated and ran an entire after school program that included seven clubs from writing and
drama to basketball and yoga. In addition to corps members planning and running classes and activities, team members also shuttled
students home as the Saguache community is one that is heavily dependent on government aid and gas money is an expenditure few can
afford.

Foster Grandparents with the Senior Resource Development Agency in Pueblo serve preschool/Head Start children who have special or
exceptional needs. Foster Grandparents engage the preschoolers one on one in language, pre-reading skills, letter identification, number
identification, colors, following directions, and various social skills. Foster Grandparents also encourage children to develop social and age
appropriate interactions with peers.  U.S. Census Bureau data from 2010 indicate that Pueblo leads the state of Colorado in child poverty
at the rate of 36 percent. These children are in danger of falling behind in their social emotional, physical, and cognitive development and
at risk for advancing to their next age appropriate level. In 2013, 27 Foster Grandparents served 94 children and 100 percent of the
students were promoted to the next grade level.

Senior Corps Foster Grandparent Program
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The Volunteers of America Larimer County RSVP project mobilized 180 RSVP volunteers in response and recovery efforts after the 2013
Colorado floods devastated Northern Colorado.  Volunteers served more than 2,657 hours cleaning up debris, serving as case managers,
and supporting operations at the Disaster Donation Center.  Additionally, 15 crew leaders managed more than 1,500 community volunteers.
During the flood recovery process over the past year, RSVP volunteers have served more than 172 clients through the case management
office and on debris removal projects.  According to exit surveys, half of these clients have had 100 percent of their unmet needs met by
services provided by RSVP volunteers and their cases have been closed.  All of the clients have had at least one unmet need met and
volunteers are working to assist with their remaining needs.

Senior Corps RSVP

In Mesa County there are about 10,000 residents who are 75 and older; approximately 7,500 still live independently. Non-driving elders who
cannot utilize Grand Valley Transit or disability transportation must rely on family members or friends, who often cannot meet all their
needs. St. Mary’s Senior Companion Program in Grand Junction utilizes Senior Companions to visit and assist elderly clients once a week
throughout the year to help with shopping, medical appointments and outings.  While addressing their needs for transportation and
community access, the Senior Companions provide valuable socialization and friendship. In 2014, 48 Senior Companions provided service
to 294 elders. One hundred percent of the senior clients reported that their ability to live independently was maintained or improved.

Senior Corps Senior Companion Program

The Social Innovation Fund transforms lives and communities using limited federal investment as a catalyst to grow the impact of
nonprofits with evidence of strong results. It harnesses the expertise of grantmaking intermediaries to identify, evaluate and expand
effective nonprofits and engages funding partners to contribute nearly three dollars to every one federal dollar invested. As the Social
Innovation Fund network grows programs that work in Colorado, more people are able to overcome their most pressing challenges in the
areas of economic opportunity, health, and youth development. The Social Innovation Fund is investing $1,886,170 in expanding the impact
of eight nonprofits in Colorado, selected and supported by two intermediaries.  Mile High United Way is working to increase the percentage
of children reading by 3rd grade and the U.S. Soccer Foundation is leading children and youth to decrease BMI and increase nutritional
knowledge and choices through its Soccer for Success Program.

Social Innovation Fund


