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The John A. Hartford Foundation plans to disseminate the IMPACT model of
depression treatment through community health clinics as subgrantees to serve
low-income, rural communities in Wyoming, Washington, Alaska, Montana, and
Idaho. The IMPACT model is a collaborative care approach in which a primary care
provider (PCP) and care manager team, along with a psychiatric consultant,
provide treatment for depression. The care managers and PCPs retain primary
responsibility for treatment and receive advice from the psychiatric consultant
when patients are not improving.  The key anticipated outcomes for the SIF IMPACT
evaluation include the following: 1) Increased access to effective depression
treatment for low-income patients in rural areas; 2) Decreased depression and
improved social and occupational functioning among these patients; and3)
Improved economic well-being of individuals and families served including:
a) Reduction of costs related to health care expenditures;         b) Improvements in
employment and related income; and         c) Reduction in care-related costs for
depression that are borne by family members.
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