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Ayesha was in for a surprise when she received her financial
aid offer. Because her income was low as a VISTA, she
received enough aid that she didn't need her Education
Award for her first year of college.

But Ayesha had a problem; her computer was old.

A myth surrounding the Education Award is that it can only
be used for tuition or student loans. School policies differ, but
in many cases, you can use it to buy a computer once tuition
is paid.
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At the financial aid office, Ayesha asked how. They had her fill
out a form, and a few days later, she had a check to buy a
computer.

She will now be able to write her papers at home instead of
waiting in line at the computer lab.

She wonders what other things she can buy with her Ed
Award.
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After tuition and books are covered, students in the financial
aid system can also use the award for living expenses like
rent, food, and transportation, as long as the expenses fall
under the “cost of attendance."

The award was designed to help you succeed in school. The
key is to ask the financial aid office for help.

Ayesha had a great VISTA experience, creating programs for
children of prisoners in Seattle. With her new computer, she
made good grades her first year, and had $3,000 of her
Education Award for future uses.




