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AGENDA
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2014

1:00 – 1:30 pm Welcome & Introduction to justice AmeriCorps for Unaccompanied Children
Bill Basl, Corporation for National and Community Service
Linda Cook, Corporation for National and Community Service

•  Welcome

•  Introduction to AmeriCorps

1:30 – 2:30 pm UACs in the United States 
Ana Kocur, Executive Office for Immigration Review
Steve Lang, Department of Justice
Megan Mack, Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Department of Homeland Security
Tricia Swartz,  Office of Refugee Resettlement, Administration for Children and Families,  

Department of Health and Human Services

•   The flow of children through the immigration system and processing of children’s cases, 
including the agencies and organizations involved: CBP, ORR, reunification process, EOIR, 
issuance of the NTA, state and family courts, ICE (Chief Counsel and ERO)

•   Other contact with legal aid (Know Your Rights provided in the shelters through the ORR 
funded UCP, EOIR funded LOPC, ORR funded Child Advocates, and other legal service 
providers)

2:30 – 2:45 pm Break

2:45 – 5:45 pm Immigration Law Overview (“101”)
Martin Gauto, Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.
Jennifer Riddle, Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.

•  Basics of Immigration Law 

o   General structure, including relevant agencies; administrative law and sources of law; 
and interplay between INA, CFR, BIA, and Circuit decisions

•  Definitions in US Immigration Law

o  USC v. alien, immigrant and non-immigrant, lawful permanent residence

o  Types of legal status

o   Most common ways individuals obtain legal status – family-based, employment-based, 
humanitarian protections

•  Inadmissibility v. removability in general terms

•  Grounds of removability

•  The NTA and responding to the NTA 

•  Relief from removal
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8:00 pm Optional Viewing – “Which Way Home”
Elizabeth Sanchez Kennedy, Catholic Legal Services of Miami

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2014 (CONT’D)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014

8:00 – 10:00 am Protection-based Forms of Relief 
Lisa Frydman, Center for Gender and Refugee Studies
Lisa Koop, National Immigrant Justice Center
Elizabeth Sanchez Kennedy, Catholic Legal Services of Miami

•   Asylum and withholding – particular social group, gang-based asylum, drug cartels, 
domestic violence, LGBTI

•  Convention Against Torture 

o  Including the differences in benefits that adhere to each form of relief 

10:00 – 10:15 am Break

10:15 am – 12:15 pm Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) 
Elizabeth Badger, Kids In Need of Defense
Martin Gauto, Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.
Abbie Johnson, Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network

•  The legal regime governing SIJS

•  State Court role 

•  Unique and challenging SIJS cases

12:15 – 1:15 pm Lunch – The Journey 
Leslie Velez, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014 (CONT’D)

1:15 – 3:15 pm Other Forms of Relief 
Lenni Benson, New York Law School, Safe Passage Project
Diane Eikenberry, Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition

•  T/U Visas

•  VAWA

•  Family petitions – adjustment eligibility vs. consular processing

•   Prosecutorial discretion at all stages of the case; administrative closure and termination

•  Voluntary departure vs. order of removal and the consequences of both

3:15 – 3:30 pm Break

3:30 – 5:00 pm Hypotheticals and Case Examples
Elizabeth Badger, Kids In Need of Defense
Lenni Benson, New York Law School, Safe Passage Project
Diane Eikenberry, Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition
Lisa Frydman, Center for Gender and Refugee Studies
Abbie Johnson, Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network
Elizabeth Sanchez Kennedy, Catholic Legal Services of Miami
Christie Turner-Herbas, Kids In Need of Defense

8:00 – 10:00 am Investigating and Preparing a Client’s Case
Lisa Koop, National Immigrant Justice Center 
Liz Shields, Kids In Need of Defense
Justin Tullius, Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services

•  Conducting effective client interviews

•  Working with a client’s family and community

•  Obtaining records from the country of origin 

•  Working with interpreters

10:00 – 10:15 am Break

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014 (CONT’D)

10:15 – 11:15 am How to Work with Outside Experts and When to Call an Outside Expert
Shanti Martin Brown, Ayuda 
Elizabeth Keyes, University of Baltimore Immigrant Rights Clinic

•  Country condition experts, mental health experts, and others

•  How to qualify expert witnesses in Immigration Court

•  How to use expert testimony to strengthen a client’s claim for relief

11:15 am – 12:15 pm Cross-cultural Lawyering 
Elizabeth Keyes, University of Baltimore Immigrant Rights Clinic
Aryah Somers, Kids In Need of Defense

•  Working with clients from different backgrounds, perspectives, and experiences

•  Cultural understanding of the dynamics of the legal system and courts of law

•  How to bridge cultural gaps

12:15 – 1:15 pm Lunch – UAC Case Stories: Challenges and Opportunities

1:15 – 3:30 pm Immigration Ethics 101
Abbie Johnson, Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network
Aryah Somers, Kids In Need of Defense
Justin Tullius, Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services

•   General considerations – supervising non-attorney staff including paralegals, interns, 
volunteers; credibility of witnesses and evidence

•   Special considerations for working with children and youth – mandatory reporting of abuse 
requirements, which may differ depending on type of program staff

•   Defining boundaries around the client’s interest/confidentiality when working with families

•   Age-related effects on the general allocation of authority in the standard client-lawyer 
relationship

•  What to do if a client runs away, otherwise disappears, or is unresponsive

3:30 pm Leave for Swearing-in Ceremony 

5:00 pm AmeriCorps Swearing-in Ceremony
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2014

8:00 – 9:30 am Working with Children and Victims of Trauma
Margot Dankner, Ayuda
Meredith Linsky, American Bar Association Commission on Immigration
Fatma Marouf, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

•   Trauma-informed and culturally appropriate models of interacting with unaccompanied 
children, including child witnesses

9:30 – 9:45 am Break

9:45 am – 12:00 pm Identifying and Working with Human Trafficking Survivors
Hilary Axam, Department of Justice
Bridgette Carr, University of Michigan, Human Trafficking Clinic
Lucia Goyen, Vera Institute of Justice
Nithya Nathan, Tahirih Justice Center
Laura Simich, Vera Institute of Justice

•  What is human trafficking?

•  Identifying survivors of human trafficking 

•  Special considerations related to working with UAC survivors of human trafficking  

•  Prosecutorial and support services for victims of abuse and human trafficking

•   Role of VISTA volunteers: provide wrap-around services to children in the program 
(housing, mental health, education, family, domestic violence, and substance abuse services)

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch – Self-care and Avoiding Burnout
Meredith Linsky, American Bar Association Commission on Immigration

1:00 – 2:00 pm Using a Docket Management System/Collecting Data  
Karen Mallozzi, Vera Institute of Justice
Andrew Powell, Vera Institute of Justice

This session will serve as an overview of the performance indicator data collection instrument 
that members will use to regularly report data on their cases and work. This data will be 
collected via a secure online platform and will allow researchers to report aggregate data to 
EOIR and CNCS. It will also be used in the evaluation of the program.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2014 (CONT’D)

2:00 – 3:30 pm AmeriCorps/jAC Requirements 
Linda Cook, Corporation for National and Community Service
Oksana Jensen, Corporation for National and Community Service

This session will provide an overview of the AmeriCorps national service structure and 
introduce several key requirements related to service in the justice AmeriCorps program. It 
will also provide an opportunity for program participants to reflect on their role and identity as 
AmeriCorps members in this unique and important initiative.

3:30 – 3:45 pm Break

3:45 – 5:30 pm Practice, Procedure, and Advocacy Skills
Fatma Marouf, University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Michelle Mendez, Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Services

•  How to prepare and examine witnesses in Immigration Court

•   Virtual Law Library, including the Immigration Court Practice Manual and Benchbook

•  Evidence in Immigration Court 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2014

8:00 am – 12:00 pm Model Hearings
Arlington Asylum Office
The Honorable Quynh Vu Bain, Headquarters Immigration Court
The Honorable Steven Morley, Philadelphia Immigration Court

•  Appearing at the asylum office

•  Appearing before an Immigration Judge 

o  Master Calendar Hearings

•  Individual (Merits) Hearings




