
HandsOn Network: The Connection Between Civic Involvement and Service 

Root Causes and Pathways to Action 
 

In this activity, you will define and discuss underlying issues that are facing our nation (and 

world), and explore ways that you can begin to address them. 

 

Consider the following questions and respond in the spaces provided: 

 

What do you feel are the greatest challenges facing our country? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the underlying causes of these challenges? Try to do some serious 

exploring to uncover causes. For example: if the challenge is homelessness, one of 

the causes might be affordable housing. Take it a step further and ask why there is a 

lack of affordable housing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What action steps could you take to address the causes of these challenges? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose one of the challenges you identified in question one. Now spend a few 

moments thinking about what the world would look like if this challenge were overcome. 

What had to happen for this to occur? 
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