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Know your sources of  law. 

Constitution 

Immigration Laws (Congress) 

Regulations of USCIS, DOS, DOL etc. 

Case Decisions 

U.S. Federal Courts 

Board of  Immigration Appeals 

Internal operating instructions, agency 
memoranda 



Know where to find them. 

Supreme Court and Cou rt of  Appeals Decisions 

http://scholar.google.com 

has a limited citator function,  plus internal  links to cases cited 

caselaw.findlaw.com 

has a topic search  and  text search  functionality 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/advanced/advsearchpage.ac 
tion 

search  in  any federal  government publication—only has court 
opinions dating  back to 2004. 

http://scholar.google.com/
http://www.findlaw.com/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/search/advanced/advsearchpage.action




BIA Decisions 

http://www.justice.gov/eoir/vll/libindex.html 

not searchable but a precedent chart by  topic is 

available:  http://www.justice.gov/eoir/bia-precedent-

chart 

http://ailalink.aila.org/login.html 

requires  AILA membership—check with your office 

http://www.justice.gov/eoir/vll/libindex.html
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/bia-precedent-chart
http://ailalink.aila.org/login.html


Statutes:  

http://www.uscis.gov/iframe/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/ 
SLB/act.html 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8 

http://uscode.house.gov/browse.xhtml 

Regulations: 

http://www.ecfr.gov/ 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text 

Policy: 

http://www.uscis.gov/laws (also  has links to statutes, 
cases, etc.) 

http://www.justice.gov/eoir/oppm-log 

http://www.uscis.gov/iframe/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/act.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8
http://uscode.house.gov/browse.xhtml
http://www.ecfr.gov/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text
http://www.uscis.gov/laws
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/oppm-log


   

   

 
  

      

   
  

Practice Advisories: 

Don’t reinvent the wheel. 
Kurzban’s Immigration Law Sourcebook (expensive, but a very good 
resource) 

Asylum Officer’s Basic Training Manual 
http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum/asylum/asylum-
division-training-programs 

UNHCR, Handbook and Guidelines on Procedures and Criteria for 
Determining Refugee Status http://www.unhcr.org/3d58e13b4.html 

UNHCR, Guidelines on Int’l Protection: Child Asylum Claims, UN doc. 
HCR/GIP/09/08  http://www.unhcr.org/50ae46309.html 

Google—there’s a lot of free advisories out there, just make sure it’s 
from a good source and check the date 

http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum/asylum/asylum-division-training-programs
http://www.unhcr.org/3d58e13b4.html
http://www.unhcr.org/50ae46309.html


Structuring the Argument: 

“Elementary, my dear Watson.” 
Who  is a Refugee? 

What rises to the level of  persecution for a child? 

Is there a well-founded  fear  of  future persecution? 

What is the protected ground? 

Nexus! 

Is the government unwilling or unable to protect? 

Can the child  relocate internally? 



   

 

 

  

 

 

Miscellaneous Tips 

Writing for an IJ and an Asylum Officer is different 

Asylum Office 

Keep it short—the less you write, the more likely the officer is 
to actually read it. 

You can use footnotes for easy reading. 

Immigration Judge 

Make sure you fully develop the argument for the record. 

But don’t go overboard; the poor judge still has to read it. 

Use citation sentences. 



Write  well: 

Proper grammar and punctuation  are crucial. 

Clear and concise beats verbose or convoluted 

every time. 

Don’t mix the rule and the  application. 

Don’t mix up your elements. 

Reach out  to your network for  samples and 

resources. 





Where to Start 

Department of  State Website 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/index.htm 

2014  Human Rights Reports 

DOS may only provide a  basic, superficial account 

of  the country’s conditions 

Although not incredibly helpful, include it anyway! 

The AO will look it  up so  you ma y as well provide it. 

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/index.htm






Reports and Studies 

International: 

United  Nations High Commissioner for  Refugees (UNHCR ) 

Amnesty  International 

Human Rights Watch 

U.S. Committee  for  Refugees and Immi grants (USCRI) 

Project for  Global Democracy and Human Rights, World 
Policy Institute 

Ref  World 

Inter-American Commission on  Human  Rights Publications 

Regional or local 



Admissibility (evidence)? 

i.e. acceptability 

Information from well-known sources, like 

established human rights groups or 

commissions, will likely be acceptable. 

If  you aren’t sure, include it anyway. If  the  
source’s reliability is  suspect, do not.  



Articles 

You  need to  submit materials that pertain to the  specific 
issues at the heart of  your asylum claim. 

Many NGO reports cover broad topics. 

Articles, scholarly  and news, typically  cover narrower issues. 

Consider including local and regional news articles  client’s 
home country. 

Including  materials from  local  sources can lend credibility to your 
client’s claims of  past or future persecution 



Tips 

Summarize the CC material you find in a word 

doc as you go.  When it comes time to draft your 

CC summaries, you can just copy and paste. 

Highlight the information you want  the  AO to 

read. 

If  the  source is voluminous but you only cite to a  

fraction of  it, consider submitting only the 

relevant section. 



Use a Spanish language search engine. 

https://www.google.com/?hl=es&gws_rd=ssl 



Use the translate function  

(right-click on  the  page) to 

translate it  into  English. 



Don’t worry, you got this! 





 

  

 

Experts can: 

Corroborate and supplement client’s testimony – 
boost credibility 

Prove existence of  a particular social group 
(including particularity and social distinction) 

Supplement country condition in proving that a fear 
is well-founded 

Prove past-persecution (physical and mental harm) 



 

Types of  Experts 

Country of  Origin (CO) Experts 

Forensic Experts 

Mental health clinicians 

Physicians 

Child development 



Note: Experts are expensive!
 



CO Experts 

Academic researchers (professors and PhD 
candidates) – don’t forget researchers from CO 

Lawyers 

Journalists 

Community organizations 

Government officials, commissions, or  agencies 



  

 

Searching for CO Experts 

Universities and think tanks – search publications on 
SSRN, EBSCOhost, etc. 

Authors of  country condition reports, human rights 
reports, etc. – check end notes too 

Lists of  Experts compiled by NGOs 

Center for Gender and Refugee Studies (CGRS) 

International Refugee Rights Initiative (IRRI) - Rights in 
Exile Programme 



Explain who you are and what you do 

Describe  the desired  product 

Ask  if  they can provide their services pro bono - remind 
that you are working  pro bono through a non-profit 

Schedule call or meeting to discuss case: legal theory, 
facts, etc. – make sure they sign a confidentiality 
agreement 

Some experts will send you a retainer agreement 

How to Secure an Expert 



CO Expert Hack 

Affidavits  can vary is  specificity – more 

generalized affidavits can be used in multiple 

cases (though  may be less helpful) 



 

Mental  Health Experts 

Prove existence and source of trauma, i.e. harm 

Provide a trauma evaluation, forensic evaluation, or letter 

Forensic or clinical psychiatrists, psychologists, and 
social workers 

*Language* 

Tip: Make sure you have a signed HIPPA Consent to Release 
Personal Health Information when you connect with the 
provider 



Searching for 

Mental Health 

Experts 

Expert Witness  Directories 

jurispro.com 

Expertpages.com 

Local university / community 
mental health  clinic for  evaluation 
or  referrals to clinicians or 
forensic practitioners 

Local NGOs for  children 

State-funded mental health 
resources 

Physicians for  Human Rights 

http://www.jurispro.com


  

 

Mental  Health Expert Hack 

To reduce costs, ask providers for a letter 

confirming diagnosis and source of trauma instead 

of  a full evaluation 



 

 

Physicians 

Verify existence and source of  condition, injury, 

or scar 

Corroborate testimony of  persecution and 

torture 



 

  

Finding a Physician 

Google search local practitioners 

Community health clinics 

University medical schools 

Physicians for Human Rights 



 

  

Helpful Resources: 

Experts 
CGRS - Expert affidavits, lists of 
experts:http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance/reque 
st 

IRRI – List of experts by country: 
http://www.refugeelegalaidinformation.org/country-
origin-information-experts#countrylist 

Physicians for Human Rights:  
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/asylum/for-
attorneys.html?referrer=http://physiciansforhumanri 
ghts.org/ 

http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance/request
http://www.refugeelegalaidinformation.org/country-origin-information-experts#countrylist





