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Hypothetical	  One:	   Alberto
Alberto is 18 years old. He was apprehended immediately after crossing the Rio
Grande	  in Texas.	   He was	  17 at the time of his apprehension. He was	  released	  to	  the	  
custody of his older sister, Yvonne. Yvonne is a lawful permanent resident and is 22
years old.	  She lives	  with	  her husband	  Peter	  in New Jersey. Peter	  is a U.S. citizen.	  
Alberto has	  been	  issued a Notice to Appear and charged with being an alien, a
citizen of El Salvador, and a person who has not been inspected, admitted, or
paroled into the United States. He is also charge with being removable under INA	  
212(a)(6)(i):	  
(6) Illegal entrants and immigration violators 
(A) Aliens present without admission or parole 
(i) In general an alien present in the United States without being admitted or 
paroled, or who arrives in the United States at any time or place other than as 
designated by the Attorney General, is inadmissible.

Alberto parents both still live in El Salvador. The family has a small farm. Alberto
left	  school	  at age 12 to help	  his father who has an injured back.	  There are four
younger siblings living with the family on the farm. Alberto has	  not expressed any
fear of returning to El Salvador. When interviewed, he tells you he is had to come to
help earn more money to support his brothers and sisters. He also tells you that he
hopes to	  one day	  continue	  his education.	  

Yvonne has said that	  she and Peter	  want to	  help	  Alberto and are willing to have him	  
live with them	  in New Jersey. At the current time Alberto is working	  as	  a house
painter.	  Alberto has	  no other	  relatives	  i the	  United	  States.	  He does tell you that his
grandfather was born	  in Texas	  in 1944 but that he moved to El Salvador. Both
Alberto’s parents were	  born	  in El Salvador.	  Alberto’s father was born	  in 1970.

Hypothetical	  Two:	   Alberto Continued

Some months have passed and Alberto has become romantically committed to a
young woman named Anne. Anne is a U.S. citizen and is 18 years old. She and
Alberto have told you that they have the permission of their families to marry.
Alberto and Anne would live with Yvonne and Peter after the wedding. Anne is a



senior in high school and expects to graduate this year. Anne does not work and has
no personal	  savings.

Hypothetical Three: Christopher

Christopher	  was	  15 when he entered	  the	  U.S., crossing without inspection	  in
Nogales, Arizona. He was apprehended by Customs and Border Patrol and
transferred to a detention facility. After four months, Christopher was released to
his father, Guillermo. Christopher	  is now 16 years	  old.

Guillermo lives in New York with	  his wife,	  Esperanza and	  their	  U.S. citizen	  daughter,	  
Lucinda. Lucinda is four years old. Esperanza, Guillermo and Christopher were all
born	  in	  Ecuador.	   Christopher is the oldest	  of four children.	  He has a brother (13)
and a sister (12) who live in Ecuador with their grandmother. The grandmother is a
widow. She is now 80 years old and suffers from	  heart disease.

Guillermo and Esperanza originally entered the U.S. with tourist visas in 2000. They
both are employed. Guillermo works in construction but he was injured this past	  
year and he is only	  able	  to	  do light work such as painting.	   Esperanza works	  in a
factory. In 2000 her employer sponsored her for a Labor Certification. Esperanza
and Guillermo have paid immigration attorneys thousands of dollars to try to
regularize their status. At the current time, neither has permanent resident status.
You	  review	  their file and see the labor certification	  was approved and an
employment based visa petition was filed in 2002. The petition is in the	  
Employment	  Based Third Preference,	  Other Worker Category.	   The priority date is:
Feb. 1, 2001. The family tells you that Esperanza still works for this company and
they never tried to obtain an immigrant visa based on this petition.

Lucinda, now 4, was	  born with a heart defect and is very small for her age. She has
become very attached to her brother Christopher. He helps	  her get ready	  for
nursery	  school and he cares	  for her after school. Christopher	  is attending high	  
school and doing his best to improve his English language abilities.	  He had to drop	  
out of school in Ecuador	  when	  he was	  13. He said	  he wanted	  to	  work to	  his
grandmother.

Christopher	  said	  he had	  no	  trouble	  with	  any	  gangs	  in Ecuador. He said	  he stayed	  
away from	  the bad kids. He did know youth in his school who	  were	  harassed	  or
killed by gang members.


