
Grantee Panel: Building Evidence 
Over Time



Goals

• Highlight diverse grantees/subgrantees with at 
least moderate evidence

• Share lessons learned from evaluation efforts 
and strategies for building evidence over time



Panelists
• Ashley Caputo, Program Officer, 

Colorado HIPPY Corps

• Katie Kerr, Human Resources Officer, 
GRID Alternatives

• Mary Ellen Isaacs, Ph.D., Director, 
ACE: A Community for Education

• Stacey Rapp, Program Director, 
LISC AmeriCorps Program



LISC
Our Vision:
Every low-income community has the chance to thrive.

Our Mission:
LISC equips struggling communities with the capital, strategy, and 
know-how to become places where people can thrive. Working with 
local leaders, we invest in housing, health, education, public safety, and 
employment - all basic needs that must be tackled at once so that 
progress in one is not undermined by neglect in another. Our toolkit is 
extensive. It includes loans, grants, equity investments, and on-the-
ground experience in some of America’s neediest neighborhoods.

The Result:
We help create good places to live, work, do business, and raise 
children.



35 Years of Impact

• $14.7 billion invested, leveraging $44.1 billion in 
total development 

• 330,000 affordable homes and apartments 
• 53 million square feet of commercial, retail, and 

community space including: 
– 194 early childhood centers serving 20,730 children 
– 192 schools financed serving 77,000 students 
– 292 playing fields renovated for 584,000 kids 
– 55 health centers 
– 63 grocery stores and food markets



AmeriCorps – LISC – Evaluation 

• Prior evaluation: Abt Associates 
• Current evaluation: Urban Institute
• Designing and using administrative data

– Primarily for CNCS Grantee Progress Report
– Augmented by external data (ETO/Touchpoints)
– Learning lessons
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Pros and Cons of RDD Model
• Robust statistical analysis that 

indicates a causal relationship 
(not just correlational)

• Gold standard method per 
What Works Clearinghouse

• Comparison group comes from 
similar context (same schools, 
teachers, etc.)

• Very cost-effective relative to 
Randomized Control Trial

• Must have comparable, 
objective pre- and post-test 
measures

• Only appropriate when pre-test 
is used to determine a “cut 
score” for assigning 
treatment/non-treatment 
conditions

• “Cross-overs” can make the 
statistics “fuzzy” (but may be 
unavoidable in the program)

• It is best when subjects near 
the “cut score” get full 
treatment



HIPPY: Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters 

• Evidence-based, home visitation program

• Developed in Israel in 1969 and introduced to the US in 

1984 

• Targets families with children, ages 3-5 years old

• Housed in a variety of agencies
– Family resource centers
– School districts 
– Head Start programs



Colorado HIPPYCorps

• Established in Colorado in 
1994

• Longest running AmeriCorps 
program in Colorado

• AmeriCorps members serve 
as HIPPY Home Visitors

• Members are representative of 
the community served
– The majority of members are 

parents previously served by 
the program



LISC AmeriCorps and LISC SIF

• Both are integrated into LISC’s broader research 
agenda on Building Sustainable Communities 
and stemming poverty

• SIF (solely) and LISC AmeriCorps (45%) focus 
Financial Opportunity Centers (FOC) but have 
separate research studies being undertaken 

• Both rely heavily on LISC’s Research and 
Evaluation Department to integrate research into 
larger LISC vision



Questions?


