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Overview
● jAC Eligibility Requirements

● Working with your Immigration Court

● Identifying qualifying UACs:
○ At Immigration Court

○ During Consultations and Intakes

○ Utilizing ORR Documentation

○ Utilizing the COGNOS report

○ Utilizing Court dockets

● Outreach strategies
○ Targets

○ Methods

○ Local Host Site Examples



justice AmeriCorps Requirements

To qualify for direct representation by jAC fellows, child must:

Be designated an “unaccompanied alien child” aka “UAC”

usually entered U.S. and apprehended without a parent or legal guardian*

always non-detained, and almost always previously detained in custody of Office of Refugee 

Resettlement*

almost never placed in family detention or released on own recognizance (OREC’ed) 

almost never have case consolidated with a parent or legal guardian (AWC/ATD); almost 

always on juvenile docket for unaccompanied children (UC) as opposed to adult/family 

docket for adults with children released as alternative to detention (AWC/ATD)**



Identifying jAC eligible UACs - At Court

Court and/or a local legal aid may already have a screening 

process for pro se children 

Introduce yourself to the juvenile docket judge(s), clerks, and 

other court staff

Tell them/remind them about jAC, explain any program 

updates

Ask Judge to identify fellows who can meet with pro se 

children after court

In addition to representing children, one of your goals is to 

maximize efficiency of the Court

Who receives and prepares the juvenile docket at 

your host agency?

Use the daily docket to identify pro se children 

and local private and pro bono attorneys 

who represent UACs

Attorneys and/or legal assistant fellows attend 

dockets to meet potentially eligible children

Use the Court’s pro bono room to screen pro se 

children, explain jAC, and set future intake 

appointments



Identifying jAC eligible UACs - Intakes

● Sample jAC intake forms

○ RAICES - Pre-Intake form

○ LSSP - Full intake form

● Basic jAC eligibility questions

○ Age and DOB

○ Date of entry

○ Who did you cross the border with? 

○ Did you pass through an albergue/casa de 

hogar/casa para menores? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S_SCxdXNcmMTWfQs0O67wEXaYMt3dUbRZez6ime1U3w/edit?usp=sharing


ORR Custody Documents

ORR Shelter = albergue/casa de hogar/casa 

para menores

ORR Verification of Release Form

Almost always in child’s ORR discharge packet and 

has a photo of the child.

ORR Placement Authorization Form

Might be in child’s ORR discharge packet, otherwise 

can request via ORR Authorization for Release of 

Records form

ORR Verification of Release Form



ORR Placement Authorization form



Identifying jAC-eligible UACs: The COGNOS report

NTA 

filing 

date↓
UAC 

DOB↓

1st MCH  

↓

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14EkhefPk837exswBkdSKSO7TWqqSLiF2kw27wdpsaGk/edit?usp=sharing


How to use the 
Court docket to 
your advantage

General codes to indicate first timers:

- IRMV NA

- ARMV

- 14

- when dockets get too big

- 55

- majority of UAC’s

- 21 day fiction





Identifying jAC-eligible UACs -
Outreach Targets (jAC is 20% Outreach!)

Local SIJS/asylum/or UAC law groups 

and listserves

Immigrant/neighborhood/community 

groups

Local law schools, social work schools, 

and undergraduate groups

Local elementary, middle, and high 

schools

ESL Classes

Local free and low cost medical clinics 

Local refugee service providers 

Local religious organizations

Radio and television stations (Univision, 

Latino USA)

Legal Orientation Program for 

Custodians (LOPC) Providers

Local Central American Consulates



Identifying jAC-eligible UACs -
Outreach Methods 

Targeted letters, phone calls and flyers

Use COGNOS report to obtain UAC contact information

Work with host site staff, returning fellows, and supervisors to obtain local target groups’ 

information. 

Leverage technology

Free text message services that send cell-phone blasts to potentially eligible UACs (but note 

confidentiality concerns, most are google services that retain text image/info)

UAC/ORR alumni facebook groups

Innovate!



Outreach Strategies: Austin
Court

Attend docket, conduct pre-intakes in pro bono room, set full intakes 
during office walk-in hours

Check ROPs as needed to fill in intake and COGNOS gaps

COGNOS
Mail outreach letters to potentially jAC-eligible UACs
Follow-up with phone calls

Local Partnerships
UT Immigration Law Clinic (expert guidance and student support)
UT School of Social Work (interns provide counseling and social 

service referrals at International High School)
UT University Leadership Initiative (Undergraduate immigrant student 

rights group, volunteer as translators and mentors)
Refugee Roundtable (network of refugee social service providers)
Restore Rundberg (neighborhood campaign supported by the City of 

Austin)
Center for Survivors of Torture (clinicians provide therapy and forensic 

evaluations to support Asylum and SIJS)
SafePlace (provides domestic violence counseling and 

recommendation letters for U Visas, Protective Orders, Asylum, 
and SIJS)

Volunteer Legal Services (match cases with pro bono attorneys)
Austin SIJS Working Group (local listserve and monthly meetings)
Texas SIJS Working Group (state listserve and quarterly calls)

Short Spanish-language 

outreach letter sent to 

potentially jAC-eligible 

UACs (per COGNOS 

data)



Outreach 
Strategies: 

Charlotte

● IAP

● LOPC

● Communities in Schools

● Newcomers School

● Other Schools

● Statewide networks



Outreach 
Strategies: 

Dallas

● LOPC

● Former clients

● Consulate

● Referrals (ISAP)

● Other non-profits



Questions? 



atenasb@lssp.org

Thanks!

Contact us:

ashley.walker@raices.texas.org

dhernandez@safepassageprojec

t.org

mailto:ashley.walker@raices.texas.org
mailto:atenasb@lssp.org
mailto:dhernandez@safepassageproject.org



