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Thank you for helping to make the 2021 Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service a success! Below are a few helpful updates, tips, and reminders.


· Please direct questions regarding media or communications to the AmeriCorps press office at pressoffice@cns.gov.
· Add your project to the volunteer opportunities listed in the search engine at
mlkday.gov.
· We love to hear about your media successes (and challenges). Share them with us at pressoffice@cns.gov.
· Follow @MLKDay on Twitter and MLK Day on Facebook. 
· Use the hashtag #MLKDayON when talking about your service activities on social media. 
· Report your successes at MLKday@cns.gov .


Photo Guidance

Do you plan on taking pictures of service on MLK Day? If so, send them our way so we can amplify them on Flickr, Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook! E-mail your photos to SocialMedia@cns.gov with a caption including location, project name, and any other details you think are important.
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AmeriCorps also has a number of digital and printed resources available for use by grantees and project organizers. The following resources may be helpful in your communications efforts and can be found on MLKDay.gov. 


· Project Toolkits and Resources
· Project Registration Link
· Logos
· MLK Day Photo Gallery
· Social and Digital Graphics
· Radio and TV PSAs
· MLK Day Legacy of Service Videos
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VERALL THEM
· The Martin Luther King Jr. holiday on January 18, 2021, marks the 26th annual day of service to celebrate the Civil Rights leader’s life. Observed each year on the third Monday in January, the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday designated as a national day of service – “a day on, not a day off.” 
 
· Service is a powerful tool for strengthening our communities, but it is only a start. Americans can take up the challenge to experience the power of service Dr. King shared in his “Drum Major Instinct” sermon: “Everybody can be great because everyone can serve.” 
 
· In recognition of Dr. King’s incredible legacy of service and leadership to gain equality for all Americans, Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr. federal holiday as a national day of service in 1994 and charged the federal agency the Corporation for National and Community Service, now known as AmeriCorps, with leading this effort.  
 
· Coretta Scott King, Dr. King’s widow, once said, “The greatest birthday gift my husband could receive is if people of all racial and ethnic backgrounds celebrated the day by performing individual acts of kindness through service to others." 
 
· MLK Day of Service projects empower individuals, strengthen communities, bridge barriers, address social problems, and move us closer to Dr. King's vision of a "Beloved Community."  
 
· During the last quarter-century, the MLK Day of Service has grown in size and impact as more Americans embraced the idea that citizenship involves taking an active role to make our communities better. Serving on MLK Day can establish a habit of volunteering and build connections that can last a lifetime. 
 
· Dr. King once said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” The MLK Day of Service on Monday, January 18 is an opportunity to remember Dr. King’s life and re-commit ourselves as citizens to answer that question by volunteering to serve one another and our communities. 
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What is the MLK Day of Service? 
· After a long struggle, legislation was signed in 1983 creating a federal holiday marking the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the federal holiday was first observed in 1986. 
· In 1994, Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr. federal holiday as the nation’s first day of service and charged the Corporation for National and Community Service, the federal agency for volunteering and service, with leading this effort. (As of September 29, 2020, this agency is now known as AmeriCorps.)
· Taking place each year on the third Monday in January, the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday observed as a national day of service – a “day on, not a day off.” 
· Participation in the MLK Day of Service has grown each year as more Americans are inspired by Dr. King’s legacy to help their communities and the King Holiday has become synonymous with service. 

Why Serve on MLK Day? 
· Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. devoted his life to advancing equality, social justice, an opportunity for all. He challenged us to build a more perfect union and taught us that everyone has a role to play in making American what it ought to be. Fifty years after Dr. King’s death, we still have more work to do to realize his dream. 
· The MLK Day of Service is a way to transform Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life and teachings into community service that helps solve social problems. That service may meet a tangible need, such as fixing up a school or senior center, or it may meet a need of the spirit, such as building a sense of community or mutual responsibility. The MLK Day of Service empowers individuals, strengthens communities, bridges barriers, creates solutions, and moves us closer to Dr. King’s vision of a beloved community. 
· Service is a solution – on MLK Day and throughout the year. The most effective intervention in a troubled child’s life is a mentor; tutors help children reach and graduate from high school; volunteers provide critical health and independent living services and help people find jobs, gain hope, and reach their potential. 
· Service breaks down barriers by bringing people from different backgrounds together. And service benefits those who serve: youth do better in school, seniors are healthier, families are closer, and all gain fulfillment and a sense of purpose. 
· Coretta Scott King said, “The greatest birthday gift my husband could receive is if people of all racial and ethnic backgrounds celebrated the holiday by performing individual acts of kindness through service to others.”

How is the MLK Day of Service Organized? 
· AmeriCorps, the federal agency responsible for national service programs and the nation’s volunteer efforts, leads the MLK Day of Service. 
· Each year, thousands of nonprofit and community groups, faith-based organizations, and schools and businesses nationwide lead or participate in the MLK Day of Service projects. For nonprofit and community groups, participating in MLK Day is an opportunity to bring in new volunteers, partners, and funders that can provide resources to support their work throughout the year. 
About Dr. King
· During his lifetime, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. worked tirelessly toward a dream of equality and opportunity for all. He challenged all citizens to help build a more perfect union and live up to the purpose and potential of America. 
· Dr. King recognized the power of service to strengthen communities and achieve common goals. Through his words and examples, Dr. King challenged individuals to take action and lift up their neighbors and communities through service. 
· During his lifetime, Dr. King set big goals, focused relentlessly on results, and achieved historic change. Today, as our nation faces challenges ranging from poverty to the dropout crisis, we need a similar sustained citizen movement focused on our critical national challenges. 
· “Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve,” Dr. King said. He believed each individual possessed the power to lift himself or herself up no matter what this or her circumstances – rich or poor, black or white, man or woman. 
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