AmeriCorps National Direct Colleagues: Below is a sample press release and social media messages for announcing your 2015 AmeriCorps grant. For the national press release and listing of grants, click here. For more information or if you have questions, please contact pressoffice@cns.gov. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





CONTACT:

DATE:








PHONE & EMAIL:

[ORGANIZATION NAME] Receives [AMOUNT] National AmeriCorps Grant 
Funding will support [NUMBER] AmeriCorps members to [PROGRAM FOCUS]
[CITY/STATE] – [ORGANIZATION NAME] has received a [AMOUNT] AmeriCorps grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) to support [NUMBER] AmeriCorps members who will [SHORT DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES FUNDED BY GRANTS]. 

This grant will support AmeriCorps members in [NUMBER] cities and [NUMBER] states across the country. AmeriCorps members will tackle the critical challenges of [PROBLEM YOUR AMERICORPS PROGRAM ADDRESSES], allowing [ORGANIZATION] to expand its impact on this import national issue.   
“AmeriCorps is an indispensable resource to help meet critical challenges facing our communities and nation,” said [NAME], executive director of [ORGANIZATION]. "We're thrilled that the Corporation for National and Community Service has recognized the value that AmeriCorps members serving with [ORGANIZATION] offer to communities. These AmeriCorps members will meet pressing local needs as they develop civic and leadership skills that last a lifetime.”

"AmeriCorps members are improving the lives of millions of citizens and having a positive and lasting impact on the toughest challenges facing our communities,” said Wendy Spencer, CEO of the Corporation for National and Community Service. “While they serve others, AmeriCorps members also expand opportunity for themselves – gaining skills and experience to jumpstart their careers.  We congratulate [ORGANIZATION] for their strong application, and thank all AmeriCorps members for their dedication to service.” 

In addition to the grant funding, CNCS will make available [MAXIMUM TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT OF EDUCATION AWARDS FROM CNCS PRESS RELEASE] in Segal AmeriCorps Education Awards for the AmeriCorps members funded by these grants. After completing a full term of service, AmeriCorps members receive an award of $5,730 that they can use to pay for college or to pay off student loans.
AmeriCorps operates as a public-private partnership that leverages significant amounts of outside resources to stretch the federal dollar and increase community impact. This grant will generate an additional $[SUM OF ‘BUDGETED MATCH’ AND ‘OTHER REVENUE’ REPORTED IN YOUR APPLICATION] in local matching support and other outside resources from businesses, foundations, and other organizations.  

The current year’s AmeriCorps grant cycle was highly competitive, due to the strong demand by organizations seeking AmeriCorps resources. The 2015 competition prioritized investments in economic opportunity, education, veterans and military families, disaster services, and continued a new initiative for governors and mayors. 

AmeriCorps engages 75,000 members in intensive service annually to serve through nonprofit, faith-based, and community organizations at 25,000 locations across the country. These members help communities tackle pressing problems while mobilizing millions of volunteers for the organizations they serve. Since 1994, more than 900,000 Americans have provided more than 1 billion hours of service addressing critical challenges from poverty and hunger to disasters and the dropout crisis.  
Below is a listing of where AmeriCorps members will serve: [IF AVAILABLE, ADD LIST OF OPERATING SITES INCLUDING CITY AND STATE, WITH DOLLAR AMOUNT, NUMBER OF SLOTS, AND SHORT DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES]
###

[ADD ORGANIZATION]

AmeriCorps is administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency that engages more than five million Americans in service through AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, the Social Innovation Fund, and the Volunteer Generation Fund, and leads the President's national call to service initiative, United We Serve. For more information, visit www.NationalService.gov .

-- end --
Sample Social Media Posts for 2015 AmeriCorps Grants

Tweets (Twitter):

· [ORGANIZATION] is proud to receive new funding from @nationalservice that will support [NUMBER] @AmeriCorps members. 

· [ORGANIZATION NAME OR TWITTER HANDLE] just received a [DOLLAR AMOUNT] @AmeriCorps grant from @NationalService. @AmeriCorps #GetThingsDone!
· Thank you @NationalService  for @AmeriCorps grant to [ORGANIZATION NAME] that will support [NUMBER] members to #GetThingsDone.  
Facebook Post:

Excited and proud to receive an @AmeriCorps grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service!   Thanks to all those who have answered the call to service by joining AmeriCorps!

