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SENIOR CORPS: More than 6,900
Senior Corps volunteers have served in
disaster relief efforts, providing food and
shelter, coordinating distribution of
donated goods, organizing children’s
activities, managing community 
volunteers, and more.

AMERICORPS★★STATE AND NATIONAL:
Existing Resources: More than 70
grantee programs of AmeriCorps*State
and National, representing nearly 2,300 
AmeriCorps members, have provided
hurricane relief and recovery assistance
in the Gulf region. FEMA made $5.7
million available to the Corporation to
support mission assignments by these
grantees in the five impacted Gulf states.

Augmentation Grants: The
Corporation approved nearly $17 mil-
lion in AmeriCorps funds (grants plus
education awards) to support recovery
efforts by current grantees and to create
opportunities for more than 900 new
AmeriCorps members. Recipients of
these awards include City Year, Habitat
for Humanity, the Southwest Louisiana

Health Education Center, Youthbuild,
Public Allies, the Meridian
(Mississippi) Housing Authority, the
Boys & Girls Club of the Gulf Coast,
Trinity Christian Community and the
National Association of Service and
Conservation Corps.

New Grants: In June 2006, the
Corporation announced $49.6 million
in new funds to 13 organizations to
support efforts by 5,400 AmeriCorps
members to help Gulf Coast communi-
ties rebuild from last year's storms and
prepare for future disasters.

AMERICORPS★★NCCC: More than
1,600 AmeriCorps*NCCC members
have served on more than 100 separate
disaster services projects in the Gulf
Coast region, in coordination with such
groups as the Red Cross, the Salvation
Army, the Army Corps of Engineers,
and the various state service commis-
sions. NCCC's relief and recovery
efforts, which amount to nearly half of
national service's overall contribution,
include the training and supervision of

National Service Responds 
to the Gulf Coast Hurricanes

ISSUE BRIEF:

Working in cooperation with the Red Cross, FEMA, and local and state authorities, more
than 24,000 national service volunteers have contributed nearly 1.3 million hours to the
hurricane relief and recovery effort in the Gulf and across the country and have coordinated
an additional 56,000 community volunteers. Activities have included supporting shelter
operations and housing placement; establishing call centers and warehousing sites; assisting
with case work and benefits coordination; setting up school programs for evacuee students;
and debris removal, mucking out homes, and blue roofing. The Corporation for National
and Community Service has shifted resources to support a variety of response activities and
will continue to assist in the recovery and rebuilding effort for years to come.
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individual volunteers, mucking out damaged
homes, clearing debris, restoring parks, put-
ting tarps on roofs, building new homes, and
filling special needs.

AMERICORPS★★VISTA: Approximately 125
full-time AmeriCorps*VISTA members are
serving in the Gulf Coast, building the
capacity of nonprofit organizations and 
helping low-income people out of poverty.
Some of these VISTAs are serving on local
Long-Term Recovery Committees coordinating
volunteers and seeking out resources to assist
in recovery. To date, AmeriCorps*VISTA
members have leveraged more than 17,000
community volunteers.

LEARN AND SERVE AMERICA: Tens of 
thousands of students supported by Learn
and Serve America have pitched in by raising
funds for hurricane relief, assembling and
distributing disaster relief kits, and, in some
cases, traveling to the Gulf region to perform
service projects.

CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM: The
Corporation revised its 2005 Challenge
Grant competition to focus on disaster relief,
resulting in the approval of $4 million to six
multi-state projects to recruit nearly 72,000
volunteers, with an emphasis on baby boomers.

PASS CHRISTIAN PARTNERSHIP: In late
September 2005, the Corporation and the
AmeriCorps St. Louis program began a year-
long effort with the ABC television program
“Good Morning America” to help rebuild the
city of Pass Christian, Miss. AmeriCorps
members have become an integral part of the
city’s rebuilding effort, doing everything from
staffing the city’s temporary housing authori-
ty to managing and organizing projects for
hundreds of community volunteers from
around the country.

USA FREEDOM CORPS VOLUNTEER 
CLEARINGHOUSE: The Corporation led the

effort to update the USA Freedom Corps
website (www.volunteer.gov) to become a
comprehensive clearinghouse of volunteer
opportunities related to hurricane relief, with
thousands of volunteer opportunities listed.

KATRINA RESOURCE CENTER: More than
350 groups, representing 14,000 volunteers,
were either matched with potential relief
projects or provided with information
through this Center, which was set up by the
Corporation and USA Freedom Corps.

UNIVERSITIES REBUILDING AMERICA 
PARTNERSHIP: The Corporation and the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development jointly launched the
Universities Rebuilding America Partnership,
offering funding and other resources to 
college and university students and staff to
support rebuilding efforts along the Gulf Coast.

HURRICANE VOLUNTEER SUPPORT FUND:
The Corporation received more than
$494,000 from corporate and individual
donors to support volunteer recruitment and
supervision efforts conducted by state service
commissions in the Gulf States.

ABOUT THE CORPORATION: The Corporation
for National and Community Service provides
opportunities for Americans of all ages and
backgrounds to serve their communities and
country through three programs: Senior
Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve
America. Together with the USA Freedom
Corps, the Corporation is working to build 
a culture of citizenship, service, and responsi-
bility in America.

MORE INFORMATION: For general informa-
tion about the Corporation for National and
Community Service and its programs,
visit www.nationalservice.gov or call
202-606-5000.
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